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Master’s Degree Studies at the Norwegian School of Veterinary Science

Regulations for the Master’s Degree Thesis

§ 1
Purpose
The Master’s thesis is an independent research work where the student should be able to acquire knowledge and experience by the use of scientific methods.

The Master’s thesis is to contribute to the development of understanding, reflection and mature consideration within the field of the thesis.

§2
Extent of the thesis and form
The thesis` work has to be an independent piece of research work of a 6  - 12 months period, regulated to 30 – 60 ECTS.

In the individual Master’s degree contract that has been entered into with the individual student, the thesis` concrete extent will appear.

The thesis may have a form of a monography or an introduction, or one or more manuscripts in the form of an article.

§3
Topic of the Master’s Degree Thesis 
The Master’s Degree Thesis will be proposed by different academic sections and has to be known at the time of admission to the Master’s Degree Programme. The proposed thesis must be connected to research activities in progress at the individual academic section, or research groups at the different academic sections.

There is also an opportunity for each Master’s Degree student to put forward proposals for a  thesis, and these topics can be external to what has been suggested by the academic sections at Norwegian School of Veterinary Science. An externally proposed thesis may be accepted if the academic environment at the Norwegian School of Veterinary Science is in a position to make a professional contribution to the accomplishment of the thesis (supervisor, assistant supervisor etc.)

§4
Supervisor – contract for supervision
Each master’s student is appointed a supervisor at the Norwegian School of Veterinary Science who will supervise the student in organizing and accomplishing the research. The schedule of the research shall be written in a document enclosed with the Master’s Degree agreement.

In those cases where the student accomplishes the research work at another institution, there should be a responsible supervisor at the Norwegian School of Veterinary Science in addition to the institution where the student is accomplishing the research.

A contract of supervision for the Master’s Degree thesis has to be filled out (special contract).  The head of the department in charge will sign the contract in addition to the supervisor(s) and student.

If the student accomplishes the research at another institution, an agreement between the student and the person in charge at that institution will be made, explaining how the work is arranged for the student.

§5
Submission and evaluation of the Master’s Degree Thesis
Submission

The Master’s Degree thesis is to be submitted no later than six weeks before the end of the last semester of the Master’s Degree programme. At the submission, a letter from the supervisor must be enclosed. The letter will state that the thesis can be submitted for evaluation at the Norwegian School of Veterinary Science.

The thesis shall be submitted to the Department of Academic Affairs and Research Administration in four copies.  The submitted thesis will be corrected for printing errors before the final approval.

After approval two copies of the thesis shall be sent to the library for registration. The Master’s Degree student signs a statement allowing photocopying and lending from the Norwegian School of Veterinary Science’s library.

Evaluation

The thesis will be evaluated by a professional examination committee, which is appointed by the rector.  One of the academic staff at the  Norwegian School of Veterinary Science and an external advisor will sit on the committee (from the UH regulations §50,2).

The thesis will be evaluated for both content and for the presentation of gained results. If the thesis is of a quality that can be defended as Master’s Degree thesis at the Norwegian School of Veterinary Science, the candidate will be informed, and a date for the oral exam will be set.

During the oral exam the candidate will give a 30 – 40 minutes presentation of the thesis.  After that there will be a discussion with the examiner. The evaluation of the presentation together with the following discussion provides the basis for the grade passed/failed.

If the candidate does not pass the presentation and the following discussion, he/she has the opportunity to sit a new examination 30 days after the first presentation. In the examination results the student will be notified which part of the defending of the thesis has to be improved.

If the thesis itself is not evaluated as a pass, the student has to revise the thesis before a new submission.

When the Master’s Degree programme has been completed the candidate will receive a diploma for the Master’s Degree. The title of the thesis will be stipulated on the diploma.

§8
Rights to the Master’s Degree Thesis
The department has the right to use the thesis. Possible publishing of the results will be done according to generally recognized practice for publishing.  If disagreement occurs the School’s board is the legal authority for complaints.

Two copies of the thesis shall be accessible in the library.  The Norwegian School of Veterinary Science’s directive concerning lending and photocopying of non-published intellectual work in a special library, regulates the access of the Master’s Degree thesis, (compare §5).

§9
Knowledge of rules and regulations
It is the duty of the Master’s student and supervisor to acquaint themselves with laws, regulations etc. of any significance to the thesis.

For example:

· Law concerning veterinary and animal health personnel

· Law concerning the protection of animals, regulations governing laboratory experiments on animals 

· Law concerning author’s rights (copy right)

· NVH’s guidelines concerning the loaning and copying of non-published work in the school’s library. R-6/98

· Legislation concerning privacy, integrity and protection of the individual

· Regulations concerning management of externally funded activity at the Norwegian School of Veterinary Science, and cooperation with other parties

· Ethical professional guidelines for tutors at the Norwegian School of Veterinary Science

